
Bibliography and Short Descriptions 
 
 
1.  Epistemic underpinnings 
 

By studying the methodological implications an attempt is made to understand the idea of 
‘quality of life’, ‘capability’ and the possibilities of measuring it in the ‘context of important 
practical problems’. By systematically exploring the relevance of the concepts used in 
concretizing the areas of our attention, the expanse of these readings is intended to reveal the 
different meanings and expressions of social exclusion-inclusion. 

 
 
2.  Participation in development: Development through participation. 
 

By exploring the ways of expanding the means of empowerment, the complimentary roles of 
various socio-economic and political institutions are looked at. The readings also intend to 
engage with the various cultural processes in India which has played a central role in 
influencing aspirations and collective action. These forces have arrested the trajectory of 
growth towards exploitative and exclusionary tendencies, ensuring its effective participatory 
character. These set of readings also look at the acts of governance, which adopts various 
integrative and transformative strategies to reconstruct and renew its representative quality. By 
developing new acts of intervention, it ensures collective participation of those governed and 
redefines their character. 

 
 
4.  Poverty and Livelihood 
 

Apart from a loss of livelihood, by looking at impoverishment as a mode of exclusion, it has 
been attempted to register the conditions that accompany such violent deprivation. Addressing 
the nature of such scarcity also helps in recording the accountability mechanisms and 
institutional framework that is meant to ensure human dignity. By reading poverty as a state of 
moral degradation, the trope of generalization which ‘circumscribes other modes of exclusion’ 
is also escaped. 

 
 
5.  Stratification and Exploitation 
 

By examining traditional and contemporary modes of social discrimination, practices  
that limit the pursuit of equality are looked into. This set of works seeks to study the tensions 
and contradictions in our society by exploring the inequalities and injustices manifested 
through various agencies of denial that create asymmetries in the social and political order. 
 
 

6.  Health and Education 
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This section will finally look at the threat of marginalization from the asymmetries reflected in 
the domain of ‘health’ and ‘education’- the most identifiable indexes of discriminatory 
development. 
 

Epistemic Underpinnings 
 

Alsop, Ruth., Bertelsen, Mette., and Holland, Jeremy. (2006). Methodological 
issues in measuring empowerment: Empowerment in practice- from analysis to 
interpretation. Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
 

Binswanger, Hans. P., and Aryar, S. Swaminathan. (2003). Scaling up community 
driven development: Theortical underpinnings and program design implications 
(Policy Research Working Paper No. 3039). Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
Binswanger and Aiyar examine the possible obstacles to scaling up, and possible 
solutions. They consider the theoretical case for community-driven development 
and case studies of success in both sectoral and multisectoral programs. 
 
 

o Breman, Jan. (2004, May). Social Exclusion in the Context of Globalization (ILO 
Working Paper No. 18). Geneva: International Labour Office - Policy Integration 
Department.  

 
The paper analyzes who, what, and when exclusion occurs in economic, political, 
and social dimensions through a historical perspective. It emphasizes the need to 
connect the inclusion mechanisms to those of exclusion to understand the 
disparities of globalization today. Finally, the underlying question is to what 
extent does globalization help in overcoming or aggravating situations of 
exclusion? 
 

 
o Byrne, David. (2005). Social Exclusion. Jaipur: Rawat Publications. 
 

This volume examines the complex range of problems in societies where 
manufacturing industry is no longer the main basis for employment and the 
universal welfare states established after World War II are under attack. It 
reviews theories of social exclusion, including the Christian democratic and social 
democratic assertions of solidarity with which the term originated, Marxist 
accounts of the recreation of the reserve army of labour, and neo-liberal 
assertions of the sovereignty of the market in which the blame for exclusion is 
assigned to the excluded themselves. 

 
 

o Byrne, David. (2008). Social Exclusion: Critical concepts in sociology. London: 
Routledge Publication 

 
This is a four-volume collection of canonical and cutting-edge research on the 
intellectual origins and the development of ‘social exclusion’. 
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o Chambers, Robert. (2007, December). Poverty research: Methodologies, mindsets 

and multidimensionality (IDS Working Paper 293). Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies. 

 
After defining key words and listing biases and limitations, this paper seeks to 
explore linkages between methodologies, mindsets, concepts and perceptions in 
research on poverty. 

 
 

o Crocker, K. Donald. (1991). Towards development ethics. World Development, 
19(5), 457- 483. 

 
This essay treats the need for and nature of an ethic of third world and global 
“development”. The article outlines a brief agenda for development ethics and 
concludes with the view that development ethics should be practiced as a  
multidisciplinary cross - sectional moral dialogue. 
 

 
o Dasgupta, Partha. (1993). An inquiry into well-being and destitution. Oxford: 

Claredon Press. 
 

This interdisciplinary book focuses on how should economic and social theory 
accommodate empirical facts about physical destitution, and how should 
governments respond to famines and hunger? The entire discussion is designed 
to provide a philosophy for human well-being that can guide public policy in poor 
countries. Therefore, the role of the State, of communities, of households, and of 
individuals is studied in considerable detail.  

 
 

o Estivill, J. (2003). Concepts and strategies for combating social exclusion: 
An overview. Geneva: International Labour Office. 

 
 

o Fischer. Andrew. Martin. (2008, January). Resolving the theoretical ambiguities of 
social exclusion with reference to polarization and conflict. London: London School 
of Economics and Political Science, Development studies Institute. 

 
This paper addresses several ambiguities in the social exclusion literature that 
fuel the common criticism that the concept is redundant with respect to already 
existing poverty approaches, particularly more multidimensional and processual 
approaches such ambiguities arise from the fact that social exclusion is not 
generally differentiated from poverty, even though it is widely acknowledged that 
social exclusion can occur in the absence of poverty. 

 
 

o Fukuda-Parr, Sakiko. (2003). Readings in human development: Concepts, 
measures and policies of a development paradigm. New Delhi: Oxford University 
Press. 
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This volume brings together the collection of papers that have shaped the human 
development approach with its set of concepts, measurement tools and policy 
perspectives. The book is divided into three sections: conceptual foundations; 
measurement which discusses the methodology for constructing the human 
development index and other aspects such as political freedom, gender 
inequality and poverty; policy explorations which includes a collection of articles 
from previous reports. 
 

     
o Ghosh, Anjan. Of Marginality and Exclusion in West Bengal  
 
 
o Gore, Charles. Rodgers, Gerry and Figueiredo, Jose. (Eds.), Social exclusion: 

Rhetoric, reality, responses. (1995). Geneva: International Institute for Labour 
Studies. 

 
 
o Gough, Ian., and Mc Gregor, Allister. J. (2007). Well being in developing countries. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 

This book challenges conventional approaches and contributes to a new 
paradigm for development centred on human wellbeing. Poor people are not 
defined solely by their poverty and a wellbeing approach provides a better means 
of understanding how people become and stay poor. It examines three 
perspectives: ideas of human functioning, capabilities and needs; the analysis of 
livelihoods and resource use; and research on subjective wellbeing and 
happiness. 

 
 

o Grootaert, Christian., and van. Bastelaer, Theirry. (2002).  Understanding and 
measuring social capital- A multi-disciplinary tool for Practitioners. Washington, 
DC: World Bank. 

 
The importance of social capital for sustainable development is well understood. 
However, the impact of social capital is not easily quantified and to overcome 
this, the Social Capital Initiative at the World Bank attempts to contribute to this 
understanding by concentrating on how to measure social capital and its impact. 
This book details both the quantitative and qualitative approaches to the analysis 
of social capital. Also included is the Social Capital Assessment Tool which 
combines quantitative and qualitative instruments in order to measure social 
capital at the household, community, and organization levels. 

 
 
o Grootaert, Christian., and van. Bastelaer, Theirry. (2002). The role of social capital 

in development: An empirical assessment. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

 
Based on a large volume of newly collected data from ten countries, this book to 
provides a rigorous empirical testing of the link between social capital and 
economic development. It documents the pervasive role of social capital in 
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accelerating poverty alleviation and rural development, facilitating the provision of 
goods and services, and easing political transition and recovery from civil 
conflicts. 

 
 

o Hills, D. (1996). The new inequalities. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

 
 

o Hills, J. (2002). Understanding social exclusion. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 

 
This book explores the issue of social exclusion. It asks three main questions: 
How can social exclusion be measured? What are its main determinants or 
influences? And what policies can reduce social exclusion? The authors aim to 
consider how a focus on social exclusion may alter the policy questions that are 
most relevant. 

 
 
o Kabeer, Naila. (2006, March). Social exclusion and the millennium development 

Goals: The challenge of ‘durable inequalities’ in the Asian context. Paper 
presented at the Session 3 of Asia 2015 conference. Overseas Development 
Institute: London. 

 
The concern of this paper is with those sections of the population who are least 
likely to have taken advantage of the processes of growth in the Asian context 
and hence are driving the rising levels of inequality. This work is interested in 
who they are and in the nature of the constraints that block their access to new 
opportunities. It argues that understanding the social dimensions of inequality 
hitherto ignored in mainstream poverty analysis, provides a new lens through 
which to view the issue of chronic disadvantage. 

 
 

o Kothari, Rajni. (2005). Rethinking Democracy. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan. 
 

Rethinking Democracy" provides a unique insight into India's experience as the 
world's largest democracy. Covering democratic theory, the state, civil society, 
participation and the search for global justice, Kothari evaluates what this 
experience means for the very idea of democracy. He powerfully demonstrates 
that we are at a juncture where democracy has failed, on a local and a global 
level. The promise of human emancipation has not been delivered and 
democratic ideals of justice and equality have failed to defeat the aggressive 
logic of capitalism. His acknowledgement of this disillusionment, however, allows 
him to search for a new decentralized and participatory democracy with freedom 
and environmental sustainability at its core. 

 
 

o Kothari, Rajni. (1993). Growing amnesia. An essay on poverty and the human 
consciousness. New Delhi: Viking. 
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o Levitas, R. (1996). The concept of social exclusion and new Durkheimian 
hegemony. Critical Social Policy, 16(1), 5-20. 

 
This article argues that the concept of social exclusion, which was originally 
developed to describe the manifold consequences of poverty and inequality, has 
become embedded as a crucial element within a new hegemonic discourse. 
Within this discourse, terms such as social cohesion and solidarity abound, and 
social exclusion is contrasted not with inclusion but with integration, construed as 
integration into the labour market. The discourse is described as fundamentally 
Durkheimian because it treats social divisions which are endemic to capitalism as 
resulting from an abnormal breakdown in the social cohesion which should be 
maintained by the division of labour. 

 
 

o Nussbaum, Martha., and Sen, Amartya. (1993). The quality of life. Oxford: 
Claredon Press. 

 
This collection of essays by some leading economists and philosophers include 
examinations of recent attempts to replace incomes and utilities by the concept 
of capability and also an exploration of the classic Aristotelian accounts of human 
flourishing, which provide insights into capability-based assessment of the quality 
of life. Some underlying methodological problems are also examined, including 
cultural relativism and utility as a measure of advantage. Possibilities of 
application are discussed in the context of important practical problems, such as 
correcting gender-based inequalities, determining medical priorities, and 
promoting living standards. 
 
 

o O’Donnell, Guillermo. (2000, June).  Democracy, law and comparative politics 
(IDS Working Paper 118). Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 

 
This paper begins by critically examining various definitions of democracy, 
especially those that, claiming to follow Schumpeter, are deemed to be 
‘minimalist,’ or ‘procesualist.’ After this step, the connections of this topic with 
several others are explored, including political, social, and welfare rights; the 
state, especially in its legal dimension; and some characteristics of the overall 
social context. The main grounding factor that results from these explorations is 
the conception of agency, especially as it is expressed in the legal system of 
existing democracies—although the effectiveness of this system and of its 
underlying conceptions of agency vary quite widely across cases. 
 

 
o Pieterse Nederveen Jan. (2002). Development theory: Deconstructions 

/Reconstructions. New Delhi: Sage Publication. 
 
 
 

This is a work on the theory and policy of development. The book looks widely 
over issues of Eurocentricism, critical globalism, intercultural transaction, de-
linking and post-development theory and presents ideas for the future of the field. 
Throughout, the author tries to connect issues of development with the latest 
thinking in sociology, critical theory and social science generally.  
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o Rao, Vijayendra., and Walton, Michael. (2004). Culture and public action. 
Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan. 

 
The book includes case studies from India, China and Asia more generally, as 
well as from Africa and Latin America, which examine the role of culture in 
community-based development, ethnic conflict, famine relief, gender 
discrimination, and HIV-AIDS policy. Several anthropologists and economists 
contend here that culture is central to development, and that cultural processes 
are neither inherently good nor bad and never static. Rather, they are contested 
and evolving, and can be a source of profound social and economic 
transformation through their influence on aspirations and collective action; yet 
they can also be exploitative, exclusionary, and can lead to inequality 

 
 

o Sen, Amartya. (2000) Social exclusion, concept, application and scrutiny 
(Social Development Papers No. 1). Manila: Asian Development Bank- Office 
of Environment and Social Development. 

 
 

o Sen, Amartya.(1999).Development as freedom. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 

Sen attempts to bring an ethical dimension to development. Sen here argues that 
open dialogue, civil freedoms and political liberties are prerequisites for 
sustainable development. He tests his theory with examples ranging from the 
former Soviet bloc to Africa, but he puts special emphasis on China and India. 
 
 

o Sen, Amartya. (1992). Inequality Reexamined. Oxford: Claredon Press.  
 

Sen notes that the difference between virtually all contemporary ethical 
approaches to social arrangements lies not in whether they demand equality or 
but in what sort of equality they propound. Any claim to equality must take 
account of the diversity of human beings and their characteristics. Sen argues 
that we should be concerned with people's capabilities rather than either their 
resources or their welfare. Sen also looks at some types of inequalities that have 
not yet been studied as systematically as inequalities of class and wealth have 
been, like gender inequality. 
 
 
Silver, H. (1994). Social exclusion and social solidarity- Three paradigms. 
International Labour Review, 133, 531-78. 

 
 
 

This article traces the evolution of the term exclusion over time, notably as earlier 
economic and social upheavals brought about a shift in the moral imagination, 
giving us concepts of poverty and unemployment, today’s transformations are 
giving rise to new conceptions of social disadvantage- the underclass, new 
poverty, social exclusion. 
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o Walker, R. (1995). The dynamics of poverty and social exclusion. In G. Room 

(Ed.). Beyond the threshold (pp. 102-28). Bristol: Polity Press. 
 

This collection brings together a wide range of views on the conceptualization 
and measurement of social exclusion and the indicators for monitoring the 
effectiveness of policies for combating social exclusion. 
 
 
 
 

________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Participation in Development: Development through Participation 
 
 
 
 

o AnanthPur, Kripa.  (2004, June). Rivalry or synergy? Formal and informal local 
governance in rural India (IDS Working Paper 226). Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies. 

 
Informal local governance (ILG’s) are complex organization, which continue to be 
prevalent at village level in rural India. This paper tries to present a more holistic 
picture of ILG’s, including their role in village governance and service delivery, 
the ways in which they interact with Grama Panchayats and the implications of 
their existence and role for local democracy. 

 
 

o Ananth Pur, K., and Moore, M. P. (2007). Ambiguous Institutions: Traditional 
Governance and Local Democracy in Rural India (IDS Working Paper 282), 
Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 

 
This empirical social research finds that an informal ‘traditional’ institution, 
believed by intellectuals and elites to be disappearing turns out to have 
considerable staying power and to be adapting to the democratic element in 
India’s modern formal political institutions. Customary village councils (CVC s) 
are wide spread in rural India. They are generally believed to be disappearing 
vestiges of a pre-democratic, hierarchical rural socio-political order. However 
while continuing to resolve local disputes and exercise limited judicial authority, 
they are actively taking on new roles, especially developmental and electoral 
roles; becoming more pluralist and democratic; and providing a wide range of 
services that are positively valued by villagers, especially by women.  

 
o Banerjee, Abhijit. (Et. all). (2006). Can information campaigns spark local 

participation and improve outcomes: A study of primary education in Uttar 
Pradesh, India (Policy Research Working Paper No. 3967). Washington, DC: 
World Bank. 
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There is a growing belief in development policy circles that participation by local 
communities in basic service delivery can promote development outcomes. A 
central plank of public policy for improving primary education services in India is 
the participation of village education committees (VECs), consisting of village 
government leaders, parents, and teachers. The authors report findings from a 
survey in the state of Uttar Pradesh, of public schools, households, and VEC 
members, on the status of education services and the extent of community 
participation in the public delivery of education services. 

 
 

o Bardhan, Pranab. (2004). Scarcity, conflicts, and cooperation: Essays in the 
political and institutional economics of development. Massachusetts: MIT Press. 

 
This wide-ranging review of some of the major issues in development economics 
focuses on the role of economic and political institutions. P. Bardhan offers a 
relatively nontechnical discussion of current thinking on these issues from the 
viewpoint of poor countries, synthesizing recent research and reflecting on where 
we stand today. Special issues taken up include the institutions for securing 
property rights and resolving coordination failures; the structural basis of power; 
commitment devices and political accountability; the complex relationship 
between democracy and poverty (with examples from India, where both have 
been durable); decentralization and devolution of power; persistence of 
corruption; ethnic conflicts; and impediments to collective action. 

 
 

o Basu, Priya., and Srivastava, Pradeep. (2005). Scaling up microfinance for India’s 
rural poor (Policy Research Working Paper No. 3646). Washington, DC: World 
Bank. 

 
This paper reviews the current level and pattern of access to finance for India's 
rural poor and examines some of the key microfinance approaches in India, 
taking a close look at the most dominant among these, the Self Help Group 
(SHG) Bank Linkage initiative. It empirically analyzes the success with which 
SHG Bank Linkage has been able to reach the poor, examines the reasons 
behind this, and the lessons learned. The analysis draws heavily on a recent 
rural access to finance survey of 6,000 households in India undertaken by the 
authors. 

 
 

o Basu, Priya. (2006). Improving access to finance for India’s rural poor. 
Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
This title examines the current level and pattern of access to finance for India' 
rural households, evaluates various approaches for delivering financial services 
to the rural poor, analyzes what lies behind the lack of adequate financial access 
for the rural poor, and identifies what it would take to improve access to finance 
for India' rural poor. Based on the analysis of a large-scale rural household 
survey, in combination with an evaluation of the role of financial markets and 
institutions, this title also examines different forms of financial service provision, 
including formal, informal and microfinance, raises questions about approaches 
used so far to address financial exclusion, and makes recommendations. 
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o Baviskar, B. S. (2009). Inclusion and exclusion in local governance: Field studies 
from rural India. New Delhi: Sage Publication. 

 
This book brings together rich field studies from 42 panchayats iin 12 states, to 
show how decentralization is working in Indian villages. It analyzes the social, 
political, and economic forces influencing variations in the degree of 
empowerment of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and women and looks at 
likely future developments. The research methodology used brings insights from 
a micro approach instead of macro-level generalities. 
 

o Baviskar, B. S. (1996). The political economy of cooperation in rural India. Delhi: 
Vistar Publications. 

 
An assimilation of case studies on cooperatives within a broad framework of 
comparative analysis. The nature of activity around the cooperative movement is 
built can play a major role in its success and failure. While milk cooperatives may 
flourish in Gujrat, fisheries may flourish in West Bengal and Kerala. 
 
 

o Bedi, Tara. (Et. all). (2007). More than a pretty picture: Using property maps to 
design better policies and interventions, Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
This volume aims to promote the effective use of Small Area Estimation poverty 
maps in policy making. It presents the range of policies and interventions which 
have been informed by poverty maps, focusing on the political economy of 
poverty maps and the key elements to their effective use by policy makers. The 
volume also looks at the future of poverty maps in terms of new techniques and 
new areas of application. 

 
 

o Chambers, Robert. (2004, November). Ideas for development: Reflecting forwards 
(IDS Working Paper 238). Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 

 
In this paper drawing on experience with participatory approaches and methods 
which enable poor and marginalised people to express their realities, responsible 
well-being is proposed as a central concept for a development agenda. 

 
 

o Chattopadhyay, R., and Duglo, E. (2004). Impact of reservations in Panchyati Raj: 
Evidence from a nationwide randomized experiment. In Economic and Political 
Weekly, 39(9), 976-86. 

 
This paper summarizes findings from a research project on local decentralization 
conducted in two districts of West Bengal and Rajasthan. The findings establish 
that reservations introduced as a tool to ensure adequate representation also 
assists in adequate delivery of local public goods to disadvantaged groups. 

o Cornwall, Andrea. (2002, October). Making spaces, changing places: Situating 
participation in development (IDS Working Paper 170). Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies. 
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Using the concept of space as a lens through which to view practices of 
participation, this paper seeks to explore issues of power and difference in the 
making and shaping of spaces for participation in development. It examines the 
emergence of different kinds of spaces for participation in development, 
highlighting salient tracks and traces in previous times and their imprint on 
contemporary practice. 

 
 

o Crook, C. Richard., and Sverrisson, Sturla. Alan. (2001, Feb). Decentralization and 
poverty alleviation in developing countries: A comparative analysis or, is West 
Bengal unique? (IDS Working Paper 130). Brighton: Institute of Development 
Studies. 

 
Advocates of decentralisation in developing countries argue that bringing 
government closer to the people will make it more responsive and hence more 
likely to develop policies and outputs which meet the needs of ordinary citizens – 
the majority of whom are ‘the poor’. The evidence for this proposition is 
systematically compared across a selection of African, Asian and Latin American 
countries. It is concluded that responsiveness to the poor is quite a rare outcome, 
determined mainly by the politics of local-central relations. Positive outcomes are 
mainly associated with strong commitment by a national government or party to 
promoting the interests of the poor at local level; the paradigm case is the Indian 
state of West Bengal. 

 
 

o de Hann, Arjan., and Nayak, Pulin. (1995). Social exclusion and South Asia 
(Discussion Paper 77). Geneva: International Institute of Labour Studies. 

 
 

o de Hann, Arjan. (1997). Poverty and social exclusion: A comparison of 
debates on deprivation (Working Paper No. 2.) Brighton: University of 
Sussex (Poverty Research Unit at Sussex). 

 
 

o de Hann, Arjan., and Maxwell, Simon. (1998, January). (Eds.). Poverty and 
social exclusion in North and South, IDS Bulletin, 29 (1), 1-93. 

 
 
o de Hann, Arjan. (2004). Disparities within India’s poorest regions: Why do 

the same institutions work differently in different place? (Background paper 
for the World Development Report 2006 Equity and Development). 
Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
 
 

o de Hann, Arjan., and Dani, A. Anis. (2008). Inclusive states: Social policy and 
structural inequalities, Washington, DC: World Bank. 
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o Dreze, Jean. (2002). Indian Development and Participation. New Delhi: Oxford 
University Press. 

 
This monograph tries to analyze the task of economic development in India in a 
broad perspective, where apart from economic opportunities, human capabilities 
and their dependence on basic education, health services, ownership patterns, 
social stratification, gender relations and the opportunities of social cooperation 
as well as political protest and opposition have a central role. 

 
 

o Farrington., J. Saxena., N.C. Barton., T. and Nayak, R. (2003). Post offices, 
pensions and computers: New opportunities for combining growth and social 
protection in weakly integrated areas? (ODI Natural Resources Perspectives 
Paper No. 87). 

 
 

o Farington, J., Harvey, Paul. and Slater, Rachel. (2006). Cash transfers in the 
context of pro-poor growth (Discussion paper for OECD/DAC Povnet Risk and 
Vulnerability Task Group). Turkey. Third National Conference on Conditional Cash 
Transfers. 

 
There has been a stark dichotomy between development approaches concerned 
with the productive sectors, usually focusing on enhancing the supply of goods 
and services and those concerned with social protection. These paper argue that 
both are complimentary. 
 
 

o Filmer, Deon. (2004, June). If you build, will they come? School availability and 
school enrollment in 21 poor countries (Policy Research Working Paper No. 
3340).Washington, DC: World Bank (World Bank Development Research Group, 
Public Series 11). 

 
Increasing the supply of schools is commonly advocated as a policy intervention 
to promote schooling. This paper observes Although increasing school 
availability by decreasing the average distance to schools can be a tool for 
increasing enrollments, it cannot be expected to have a substantial effect. Other 
interventions, such as those geared toward increasing the demand for schooling 
or increasing the quality of schooling should be prioritized. 

 
 

o Goetz, Marie. Anne., and Gaventa, John. (2001, July). Bringing citizen voice and 
client focus into service delivery (IDS Working Paper 138) Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies. 

 
 

This is a study of efforts to improve the responsiveness of public service 
providers to the needs of service users, particularly the poorest service users. 
This paper examines over sixty case studies of both public-sector reforms to 
foster stronger client focus in service delivery; and civil-society initiatives to 
demand improved services. This work was concerned to identify means of 
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amplifying citizen ‘voice’ such that engagement with the state moves beyond 
consultative processes to more direct forms of influence over policy and 
spending decisions. 

 
 
o Harriss, John. Antinomies of empowerment: Observations on civil society, politics 

and urban governance in India. (1997, June-30), in, Economic and Political 
Weekly, 2716-24. 

 
Since 1990’s, and coinciding with the onset of liberalization a new politics aimed 
at attaining the hitherto disempowered with aspects of governance to have taken 
shape across India’s urban, especially its metropolitan centres. That the urban 
poor then have no option but to seek the redressal of this concerns by 
associating themselves with political parties is one of several contradictions that 
this new politics throws. 

 
 
o Jha, Saumitra. Rao., Rao, Vijayendra., and Woolcock, Michael.(2005). 

Governance in the gullies: Democratic responsiveness and leadership in Delhi’s 
slums (Policy Research Working Paper No. 3694) Washington DC: World Bank. 

 
The authors use detailed ethnographic evidence to design and interpret a broad 
representative survey of 800 households in Delhi's slums, examining the 
processes by which residents gain access to formal government and develop 
their own informal modes of leadership. While ethnically homogeneous slums 
transplant rural institutions to the city, newer and ethnically diverse slums depend 
on informal leaders who gain their authority through political connections, 
education, and network entrepreneurship. 
 
 

o Kabeer, Naila. Citizenship and boundaries of the acknowledged community: 
Identity, affiliation and exclusion, IDS Working Paper 171, Brighton: IDS, Oct 2002. 

 
The paper explores processes of access and exclusion – both separately and in 
interaction with each other. This working paper aims to contribute to the 
development of a research agenda on the theme of “inclusive citizenship” by 
examining the interaction of two different forms of citizen belonging, and the 
rights and responsibilities associated with these: (1) membership of the imagined 
community of the nation-state and (2) membership of various acknowledged 
communities at the sub-national level. 
 
 

o Kapoor, Mudith (Et. all). (2004, May). Location and welfare in cities: Impacts of 
policy interventions on the urban poor (Policy Research Working Paper No. 3318) 
Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
 

In this paper, the authors examine the impact of interventions, such as upgrading 
basic services and resettlement policies, on the welfare of residents of these 
informal settlements, who are typically the urban poor. These settlements are 
widely distributed within cities, including central business centers and peripheral 
areas with environment hazards. In most cases, residents of these settlements 
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do not have access to basic public services and amenities. From the perspective 
of households living in informal settlements, upgrading settlements in the original 
place is welfare enhancing. 
 

 
o Leipziger, Danny. (Et. all.). (1996). Achieving millennium development goals- the 

role of infrastructure (Policy Research Working Paper No. 3163) Washington, DC: 
World Bank- Latin American and Caribbean region finance, private sector and 
infrastructure unit. 

 
The authors provide an empirical analysis of the determinants of three child-
health outcomes related to the Millennium Development Goals: the infant 
mortality rate, the child mortality rate, and the prevalence of malnutrition. Their 
findings suggest that apart from traditional variables (income, assets, education, 
and direct health interventions), better access to basic infrastructure services has 
an important role in improving child health outcomes. 
 
 

o Lipton, Michael. (1977). Why poor people stay poor: Urban bias in world 
development. London: Temple Smith. 

 
M. Lipton argues that the greatest division in the world today is the economic gap 
between urban and rural areas in the developing countries and sets forth 
approaches to improving the conditions of the world's most impoverished 
peoples. 
 
 

o Mehmood, Taha. (2007). The fuzzy logic of national frontiers or a frontier 
nation: Reflections on the multi-purpose national identity card scheme in 
India. Sarai Reader, 145-158. 

 
 

o Mehta, Lyla. (2007, August). Somewhere over the rainbow? The politics and 
dilemmas of researching citizenship and marginality (IDS Working Paper 288). 
Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 

 
This working paper focuses on what are the dilemmas and contradictions 
encountered by researchers in both the North and South when they work with 
marginalised and powerless groups, how aware and reflexive are researchers of 
their own biases and positionalities, do final research accounts pay attention to 
questions concerning power and politics in the course of the research process? 
The paper discusses the increasing distance between researchers and the 
research participants and the politics of researching citizenship and marginality. It 
also provides theoretical and personal insights on issues related to methods, 
ethics, positionality, reflexivity and power.  
 
 

o Mitra, S.K. (1991). Room to manouver in the middle: local elites, political action 
and the state in India. World Politics, 43(3), 490-413. 

 
In order to examine the general proposition that a state linked to society through 
multiple channels of articulation can expect greater legitimacy, this article 
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analyzes the perception of India’s local elites to the range of alternatives open to 
them in their dealings with the developmental bureaucracy. 
 
 

o Moore, Mick., Choudhary, Madhulika., and Singh, Neelam. (1998). How can we 
know what they want: Understanding local perceptions of poverty and ill being in 
Asia (IDS Working Paper 80) Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 

 
This working paper on poor people’s perceptions of poverty and ill-being in Asia 
suggests that it is very difficult to know how poor people in poor countries 
understand the character, causes, correlates and cures of poverty and 
deprivation. Such information would in principle enable governments and aid 
agencies to intervene more effectively 
 

 
o Murthy, Nirmala. (Et. all). (1990). How well do India’s social service programs 

serve the poor (Policy Research Working Paper No. 491). Washington, DC: World 
Bank. 

 
The authors of this paper found that India's social services were used relatively 
little by the poor. The health and education of the poor has improved but not as 
much for the population as a whole. The reasons that all social service programs 
did so little to alleviate poverty are similar. 
 
 

o Narayan, Deepa., and Glinskaya, Elena. (2007). Ending poverty in South Asia- 
Ideas that work. Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
This book  shows how homegrown experiments can be scaled up to transform 
lives in the developing world and development cannot be imposed from the  
outside. It has to happen from within. 
 

 
o Narayan, Deepa. (2009). Moving out of poverty: The promise of empowerment 

and democracy in India, Washington, DC: World Bank. 
 

The study explores the role of institutions such as family, markets and local 
panchayats, and factors such as aspiration, empowerment, social exclusion and 
conflict, health and asset accumulation, in explaining escape from poverty and 
falling into poverty. 

 
 

o Nayak, Pulin. (1995). Economic Development and Social Exclusion in India. 
In Social Exclusion and South Asia. (Discussion Paper 77).  Geneva: 
International Institute of Labour Studies.  

 
 

o Newell, Peter., and Bellour, Shaula. (2002, Oct). Mapping accountability: Origins, 
contexts and implications for development (IDS Working Paper 168). Brighton: 
Institute of Development Studies. 
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This paper provides an overview of the political uses and applications of the term 
accountability in contemporary discourses and practices of development. The 
first part reflects on the historical origins of competing narratives of accountability 
and what it means for actors, and the processes in which they are embedded, to 
be accountable. The second section looks at tools, strategies and processes of 
accountability in formal and informal arenas, assessing the role of law, protest 
and a variety of managerial approaches in the creation of mechanisms of 
accountability. The third section looks at how the narratives of accountability, 
manifested in these diverse practices of accountability, apply to key development 
actors. 

 
 

o Perrons, D., and Skyers, S. (2003). Empowerment through participation? 
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 27(2), 265-85. 

 
This article a conceptual framework on economic and cultural injustice is 
proposed for evaluating local empowerment initiatives, which is then drawn upon 
to explore the nature and effectiveness of participation. 
 
 

o Rose, N. (1996). The death of the social: Reconfiguring the territory of 
government. Economy and Society, 9(2), 327-56. 

 
This article argues that while themes of society and concerns with social 
cohesion and social justice are still significant in political argument, the social is 
no longer a key zone, target or objective of strategies of government. The rise of 
the language of globalization indicates that economic relations are no longer 
easily understood as organized across a single bounded community. Community 
has become a new specialization of government: heterogeneous, plural, linking 
individuals, families and others into contesting cultural assemblies of identity and 
allegiances. Divisions among the subjects of government are coded in new ways; 
neither included nor excluded are governed as social citizens. The paper 
suggests some ways of diagnosing and analyzing these novel territorializations 
of political thought and action. 
 
 

o Ruud, A.E. (2003). Poetics of village politics. New Delhi: Oxford University Press.  
 

This study deals with local-level politics in two villages in Burdwan district of West 
Bengal. It deals with the emergence of left politics in West Bengal in the late 60s 
and analyzes its electoral success for nearly three decades in the state. The 
chief concern lied in its bringing into focus the conversation between modern 
democracy and older structures rooted in rural society, as against the premise of 
the essential incompatibility of a modernizing Indian elite and village society. 
 
 

o Sampat, Preeti., and Dey, Nikhil. (2005). Bare acts and collective 
explorations: The MKSS experience with the right to information. Sarai 
Reader, 385-396. 

 
 

 16



o Sengupta, Sunil. (1997). Agrarian politics and rural development in West Bengal. 
In, Jean. Dreze (Ed.). Indian development: Selected regional perspective (pp.129-
204). New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

 
This work looks how in the Indian state of West Bengal, impact of radical policies 
have impacted development achievements. Change in the balance of power has 
made it possible here to implement a number of social programmes that are 
often considered politically in feasible in many other Indian states, notably land 
reforms and reach of decentralization at the village level. At the same time, public 
policies concerned with health, education and related matters have been 
comparatively neglected. 

 
 

o Serra, Renata. ‘Putnam’ in India: Is social capital a meaningful and measurable 
concept at Indian state level (IDS Working Paper 92). Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies. 

 
This paper points out the specific empirical and conceptual issues one needs to 
pay attention to, when addressing the important topic of the roots of differential 
institutional performance in the Indian context.

 
 
o Shah, Anwar. (2005). Public services delivery, public sector governance 

accountability series. Washington, DC: World Bank. 
 

This book examines systems or frameworks for measuring the performance of 
government at the national level and at local levels of government. The second 
part of the book focuses on particular sectors that form the core of essential 
government services: health, education, welfare, waste disposal, and 
infrastructure. 

 
 

o Schmitz, Hubert. (1997, March). Collective efficiency and increasing returns (IDS 
Working Paper 50). Brighton: Institute of Development Studies.  

 
Recent research on industrial clusters in developing countries has unearthed 
some notable success stories of small local enterprises growing fast and 
competing in export markets. This paper focuses on some conceptual and 
theoretical points which help to explain them. The discussion is conducted with a 
view to building a bridge to current mainstream economics. 
 

 
o Stewart, F. (2002). Horizontal inequalities: A neglected dimension of development 

(IDS Working Paper 81). Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 
 

The paper asserts that the quality and usefulness of evaluations is greatly 
enhanced when the qualitative impacts of a project on the beneficiaries are 
included in the assessment since they often have a direct influence on 
conventional donor concerns such as targeting and the mode of payment. 
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o Taylor, Peter., and Fransman, Jude. (2004, March). Learning and teaching 
participation: Exploring the role of higher learning institutions as agents of 
development and social change (IDS Working Paper 219). Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies. 

 
This paper explores the potential of Higher Learning Institutions (HLI’ s) as 
agents of social, institutional and individual change. It argues that while HLI’ s 
have actual role in building the capacity of individuals and organizations to 
undertake key development initiatives and to practice participation, they are often 
restricted by internal and external constraints

 
 

o Viswanathan, Sujatha and Srivastava, Ravi. (2007). Learning from the poor: 
Findings from participatory poverty assessments in India. Manila: Asian 
Development Bank. 

 
The participatory poverty assessments point to initiatives that have benefited the 
poor. They also point to priorities that emerge in the development agenda. The 
assessments encompass income, non-income and expenditure aspects of 
poverty. They point to directions that will help in getting the poor to the centre 
stage of the development process, by harnessing their own potential and 
facilitating and supporting their development through government, non-
government, public and private initiatives, to close existing gaps and to create a  
proper enabling environment to eliminate poverty and deprivation. 

 
 

o Wignaraja, Ponna. (Ed.). (2004). Pro-poor growth and governance in South Asia: 
Decentralization and participatory development. New Delhi: Sage Publications. 

 
This is a study of issues in good governance in South Asia, viz. in the countries 
of India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Nepal. The focus is on the interconnections 
between governance, decentralization (of authority and decision making) and 
poverty eradication. The book submits a stratagem to turn South Asia's greatest 
handicap, poverty, into a source of strength, in which the poor contribute directly 
to growth. The key to this pro-poor growth strategy, according to the authors, is 
community mobilization through social movements and non-governmental 
development initiatives.  

 
 

o Wignaraja, Ponna (Et. all). (1997) Participatory development: Learning from South 
Asia. Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

 
This study efforts to understand people-centered development strategy can help 
reverse many of the imbalances and contradictions created by past development 
policies, particularly those of the 1980s, which was a 'lost' decade for 
development. 

o Wignaraja, Ponna., Susil, Sirivardana., and Hussain, Akmal (Eds.). (2008). 
Economic democracy through pro-poor growth. New Delhi: Sage Publications. 

 
The sharpening poverty contradictions and their links to a larger governance 
reality is the theme of this book. The book identifies critical elements in a more 
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holistic interdisciplinary and analytical methodology. Another methodological 
innovation reflected in this work is the dialogical method and social praxis which 
permits various stakeholders to bring about transformative social change through 
collective reflection, unlearning social mobilization processes as well as an 
accumulation process by the poor. 

 
 

o World Bank. (2002). Empowerment and poverty reduction: A sourcebook. 
Washington, DC: International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

 
This book provides a framework for empowerment that concentrates on 
increasing poor people's freedom of choice and action to shape their own lives. 
This framework pertains to five areas of action to improve development 
effectiveness-provision of basic services, improved local governance, improved 
national governance, access to justice and legal aid, and pro-poor market 
development. 

 
 

o World Bank. (2006). Inclusive growth and service delivery: Building on India’s 
success. Washington, DC: Development Policy Review. 

 
 

o World Bank. (2003). Reaching rural poor: A renewed strategy for rural 
development. Washington, DC: International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. 

 
This document outlines a holistic and spatial approach to tackle some long-
ignored issues like how rural people, and ethnic minorities, in particular, have 
little political clout to influence public policy to attract more public investment in 
rural areas. The revised action-oriented strategy provides guidelines and focal 
points for enhancing the effectiveness of the World Bank's rural development 
efforts. 

 
 

o World Bank. (2007, March). India: Rural governments and service delivery (Vol. I-
II). Washington, DC: Sustainable Development Unit- South Asia Region. 

 
Providing important data on the state and future directions of India's agricultural 
sector, that is compatible and sustainable with the changed environment of the 
twenty-first century, this report suggests concrete policy options for increased 
productivity. These include reorienting government expenditures 
toward more productive investments in rural infrastructure and services, as also 
removing restrictions on domestic trade--changes that will improve the 
investment climate for farmers and the private sector to meet market 
opportunities. 

 
 
                  Poverty and Livelihood 
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o Appadurai, Arjun. (1984, May). How moral is South Asia’s economy [A Review 
Article]. Journal of Asian Studies, XLII (3), 481-97. 

 
The article is concerned with the interplay of moral and political processes and 
the ways in which they effect institutions that regulate access to food in South 
Asia (several of the titles under review concern famine). 

 
 

o Bardhan, Pranab., and Rudra, Ashok. (1986, April).Labour mobility and the 
boundaries of village moral economy. Journal of Peasant Studies, 3(1), 90-115. 

 
Through this study the authors find one significant, though varying evidence of 
territorial segmentation of the rural labour market and of limited labour mobility 
even within adjacent territories. Personal connection between employers and 
employees, mutual trust and credit relationships turn out to be more important 
determinants of labour mobility than short run wage differences. 

 
 

o Bardhan, Pranab. (2003). Poverty, agrarian structure and political economy in 
India. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

 
This is a compendium of sixteen of P. Bardhan's well known works in the area of 
poverty and the political economy of India. 

 
 

o Bhalla, A.S., and Lapeyre, F. (1999). Poverty and exclusion in a global world. 
Basingstoke: Macmillan. 

 
This volume looks at the three dimensions of social exclusion: economic, social 
and political. Exclusion is analyzed as a new approach to such issues as the 
"new" poverty, precariousness, long-term unemployment, social polarization and 
lack of citizenship. The book shows how relational and distributional aspects of 
poverty are interlinked. An analytical and operational framework is developed 
which focuses not so much on social exclusion as a state of economic and social 
deprivation but on the dynamic processes which create such a state and force 
individuals into precariousness and vulnerability. 
 
 

o Brown, P. (1995). Cultural capital and social exclusion, Work, Employment and 
Society, 9(1), 29-51. 

 
The dominant forms of cultural capital associated with middle class access to 
`bureaucratic' careers are being devalued due to credential inflation and 
changing patterns of symbolic control within employing organizations. At the 
same time, the demand for cultural capital in the reproduction of class location 
has increased in a context of volatile global markets, technological innovation, 
corporate restructuring, the marketisation of public services, and high 
unemployment. This paper argues that, in the competition for a livelihood  
increasing class conflict is leading to significant changes within the `individualist' 
rules of exclusion. 
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o Conway, T., and Norton, A. (2002). Nets, ropes and ladders and trampolines: 

The place of social protection within current debates on poverty reduction. 
Development Policy Review, 20(5), 533-40. 

 
 

o Davies, Susanna., and Hossain, Naomi. (1997). Livelihood adaptation, public 
action and civil society: A review of literature (IDS Working Paper 57).  Brighton: 
Institute of Development Studies. 

 
The political dimensions of sustainable livelihoods are explored here, drawing on 
the livelihood adaptation literature in India and Sub-Saharan Africa. Relationships 
of social exclusion, in particular gendered relationships with the state, formal and 
informal civil society, are found to be key in determining the effects of 
interventions into livelihood systems for different stakeholders. The very different 
configurations of public action, civil society and community involvement in 
reinforcing livelihood activities are compared, to see whether there are useful 
lessons to be transferred between the regions 

 
 

o de Hann, Arjan. (2001). Poverty: Bridging the gap. Guidance Notes. London: 
DFID. 
 
These guidance notes discuss how the principle of poverty elimination can be put 
into practice by principally explaining multiple dimensions of poverty and 
improving understanding of the nature and causes of poverty. 

 
 

o Devereux, S., and S. Bates- Wheeler, R.. (2004). Transformative social protection 
(IDS Working Paper 232). Brighton: Institute of Development Studies 

 
Social protection describes all public and private initiatives that provide income or 
consumption transfers to the poor, protect the vulnerable against livelihood risks, 
and enhance the social status and rights of the marginalised; with the overall 
objective of reducing the economic and social vulnerability of poor, vulnerable 
and marginalised groups. This paper argues against the popular perception of 
social protection. It also challenges the limited ambition of social protection policy 
in practice, which has moved little from its origins in the “social safety nets” 
discourse of the 1980s, and aims to provide “economic protection” against 
livelihood shocks, rather than “social protection” as broadly defined here. 

 
o Devereux, Stephen. (2002, Jan). Social protection for the poor: Lessons from 

recent international experience (IDS Working Paper 142). Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies. 

 
This paper synthesises current thinking and evidence on a number of issues 
around the design and impact of social protection programmes, including: the 
case for and against targeting resource transfers; alternative approaches to 
targeting; what form resource transfers should take (cash, food, agricultural 
inputs); the ‘crowding out’ debate; cost-efficiency of transfer programmes; 
whether these programmes meet the real and articulated needs of their 
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‘beneficiaries’; impacts on poverty and vulnerability, and fiscal and political 
sustainability 

 

o Devereux, Stephen. (2003, Dec). Conceptualizing destitution (IDS Working Paper 
216) Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 

This paper argues that destitution is intrinsically a multi-dimensional concept, and 
it emphasises the severity of poverty – in contrast to “chronic poverty”, which 
emphasises the duration of poverty. A definition of destitution is proposed with 
three components: inability to meet subsistence needs, assetless-ness, and 
dependence on transfers. A conceptual framework is developed for analysing 
destitution that draws on the “sustainable livelihoods” approach. 

 
 

o Dreze, Jean., and Sen, Amartya. (1989). Hunger and public action. Oxford: 
Claredon Press. 

 
This book advocates a new approach to the relief of famine and hardship in 
developing countries by addressing the political issues that prevent fair 
distribution of resources, rather than by simply seeking to provide more food and 
services. 

 
 

o Dreze, Jean., and Sen, Amartya. (1990). The political economy of hunger. Oxford: 
Claredon Press. 

 
This book contains essays that analyses of the causes of worldwide hunger and 
deprivation. 

 
 

o Dreze, Jean., and Sen, Amartya. (1995). India: Economic development and social 
opportunity. Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

 
This book argues that an assessment of India's failure to eliminate basic 
deprivations has to go beyond this limited focus, and to take note of the role 
played in that failure by inadequate public involvement in the provision of basic 
education, health care, social security, and related fields, Even the fostering of 
fast and participatory economic growth requires some basic social change, which 
is not addressed by liberalization and economic incentives. The authors also 
discuss the historical antecedents of these political and social neglects, including 
the distortion of policy priorities arising from inequalities of political power. 

 
 
o DFID. (2005, September). Reducing poverty by tackling social exclusion. (DFID 

policy paper). London: Department for International Development. 
 
 

o Johnson, A. Craig. Rules, norms and the pursuit of sustainable livelihoods (IDS 
Working Paper 52). Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 
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The central aim of this Paper is to review the current understanding of how 
institutional arrangements can either encourage or discourage the pursuit of 
sustainable livelihoods. It explores the relationship between resources and 
capital, examining the nature of property rights and regimes, looking at the ways 
in which social exclusion affects the pursuit of sustainable livelihoods, and 
critiquing Common Pool Resource (CPR) theory. 

 
 

o Kohli, Atul. (1987). The state and poverty in India. The politics of reform. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 
This analysis of the role of government in eradicating India's rural poverty raises 
a whole series of crucial contemporary issues relating to the state, its degree of 
autonomy in the developing world and the problems of effecting genuine 
redistributive reform. The particular importance of the book is that it focuses 
attention on the nature of ruling political parties as an important factor influencing 
the success or failure of redistributive and welfare politics in a democratic 
capitalist setting. Comparing these in terms of their success in redistributing 
agricultural land and creating employment for the rural poor, the author argues 
cogently that well-organised, left-of-centre parties in government - like that in 
West Bengal - are the most effective in implementing reform. 

 
 

o Lanjouw, Peter., and Murgai, Rinku. (2008). Poverty decline, agricultural wages 
and non-farm employment in rural India, 1983-2004 (Policy Research Working 
Paper No. 4858). Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
The authors analyze five rounds of National Sample Survey data covering 1983, 
1987/8, 1993/4, 1999/0, and 2004/5 to explore the relationship between rural 
diversification and poverty. Poverty in rural India declined at a modest rate during 
this period. The authors provide region-level estimates that illustrate considerable 
geographic heterogeneity in this progress. The analysis also confirms the 
important contribution to rural poverty reduction from agricultural productivity, 
availability of land, and consumption levels in proximate urban areas. 

 
o Lipton, Michael. (1991, June). Progress and Poverty. (Discussion Paper 293). 

Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 
 

After defining key words and listing biases and limitations, this paper seeks to 
explore linkages between methodologies, mindsets, concepts and perceptions in 
research on poverty.  

 
 

o Luckham, Robin. (2000). Democratic institutions and politics in contexts of 
inequality, poverty and conflict: A conceptual framework (IDS Working Paper 104). 
Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 

 
The paper argues that the spread of democratic institutions does not necessarily 
mean the spread of democratic politics but that the former will only flourish when 
they are actively supported by the latter. The design and structure of democratic 
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institutions also makes a difference, both creating space for democratic politics 
and shaping how elected governments deal with the issues of participation, 
socio-economic justice and conflict. 

 
 

o Marshall, Katherine., and Keoug, Lucy. (2004). Mind, heart and soul in the fight 
against poverty. Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
This book explores the diversity of collaboration between faith institutions and 
development agencies, ranging from community level interventions in support of 
excluded populations, work on education, health, and HIV/AIDS, restoring 
communities after conflicts, and global efforts to bring greater clarity and 
meaning to challenges such as poor country debt, labor and the struggle against 
poverty. 
 

 
o Maxwell, Simon. (1998, January). Comparisons, convergence and 

connections: Development studies in North and South. In Arjan de Hann and 
Simon Maxwell. (Eds.). Poverty and social exclusion in North and South, IDS 
Bulletin, 29(1), 20-31. 

 
 

o McGee, Rosemary., and Norton, Andy. (2000, Oct). Participation in poverty 
reduction strategies, a synthesis of experience with participatory approaches to 
policy design, implementation and monitoring (IDS Working Paper 109) Brighton: 
Institute of Development Studies. 

 
The purpose of this synthesis is to review the experience to date in applying 
participatory approaches to macro-level policy formulation, implementation and 
monitoring, with a view to supporting country-led facilitation of inclusive and high-
quality participation in the Poverty Reduction Strategy process. 
 

o Mearns, Robin. (1999). Access to land in rural India (Policy Research Working 
Paper No. 2123). Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
Access to land is deeply important in rural India, where the incidence of poverty 
is highly correlated with lack of access to land. The author provides a framework 
for assessing alternative approaches to improving access to land by India's rural 
poor. He considers India's record implementing land reform and identifies an 
approach that includes incremental reforms in public land administration to 
reduce transaction costs in land markets (thereby facilitating land transfers) and 
to increase transparency, making information accessible to the public to ensure 
that socially excluded groups benefit. 

 
o Mearns, Robin., and Sinha, Saurabh. (1999). Social exclusion and land 

administration in Orissa (Policy Research Working Paper No. 2124) Washington, 
DC: World Bank. 

 
The authors report on the first empirical study of its kind to examine from the 
perspective of transaction costs - factors that constrain access to land for the 
rural poor and other socially excluded groups in India. 
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o Mehrotra, Santosh., and Delamonica, Enrique. (2008) Eliminating human poverty: 
Macroeconomic and social policies for equitable growth. Hyderabad: Orient 
Blackswan. 

 
This examination of how basic social services, particularly education, health and 
water, can be financed and delivered more effectively departs from the dominant 
macro-economic paradigm. Drawing on their own broad-ranging research at 
UNICEF and UNDP, the authors argue that fiscal, monetary, and other macro-
economic policies for poverty reduction, human development and economic 
growth can be compatible with micro-level interventions to provide basic social 
services. Strategic shifts in aid policy, decentralized governance, health and 
education and the private-public mix in service provision are a prerequisite to 
achieve the goals of human development and to eliminate human poverty within 
a generation. 

 
 

o Moore, Mick., and Putzel, James. (1999). Thinking strategically about politics and 
poverty (IDS Working Paper 101). Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 

 
This synthesis of a large research exercise offers a series of guidelines for 
thinking about specific cases. It looks at why democratic political systems are not 
necessarily pro-poor and the extent and ways in which poor people are mobilised 
politically depend to a large degree on the effectiveness and coherence of states 
and the policies they pursue. 

 
o Morris, Matthew. Social capital and poverty in India (IDS Working Paper 61). 

(1998). Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 
 

This paper is a motivated by the need to expand research on social capital and 
its effects on poverty. Studies of social capital and its economic payoffs have 
tended to focus on industrialised countries, whilst those studies which have 
focused on developing countries have been based on micro level survey data. 
This paper therefore addresses the need to look at social capital at the wider 
macro level while examining the impact of social capital on poverty. 

 
 

o Narayan, Deepa. (2000). Going for change: Voices of the poor.  New Delhi: Oxford 
University Press. 

 
This book provides a unique and detailed picture of the life of the poor and 
explains the constraints poor people face to escape from poverty in a way that 
more traditional survey techniques do not capture well. Through case studies 
across India, this project  makes an exercise to expand our conventional views of 
poverty which focus on income expenditure, education, and health to include 
measures of voice and empowerment.  
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o PACS Impact- Poorest Areas Civil Society Programme 2001-2008. (2006). 
Addressing poverty in India’s poorest districts (strategic action areas and 
implementation). New Delhi: PACS.  

 
This is a national level report by civil society initiative PACS on poverty. Their 
programme has a right based approach with the principal aim of enabling the 
poor to realize their rights and entitlements through just and democratic means. 
 
 

o Patel, Sujata. (2006, April-June). Employment guarantee scheme as an instrument 
of social change, in, Samaj Prabodhan Patrika (Marathi Journal) 

 
This paper access the successes and failures of EGS beyond economic terms, 
i.e., whether it reduces poverty, it is implemented properly and caters to target 
group. This paper examines the dynamics that makes this program such an 
instrument. 
 

 
o Sen, Amartya. (1987). In Geoffrey Hawthorn (Ed.), The standard of living. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 

A. Sen argues that "the standard of living" has been poorly understood and 
narrowly defined; it is not just a function of opulence, and cannot be seen as 
utility. It is, he suggests, the "capabilities" offered in states of affairs. 

 
o World Bank. (2005). Power, rights and poverty: Concepts and connections. 

Washington, DC: International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 
 

While the terms ‘power’ and ‘rights’ are increasingly incorporated into the 
language of development agencies they have yet to fully permeate the practice of 
poverty reduction. Acknowledging that this partly results from a lack of clarity 
over the concepts of power and rights and partly from questions of how to 
operationalize these ideas. The first series of papers addresses competing 
definitions and conceptual issues around power and rights, illustrating these with 
experiences observing and applying the concepts in practice in different 
countries. Following this, papers address topics aimed at helping development 
practitioners to apply these concepts to their work. 
 

 
o World Bank. (2002). Poverty and vulnerability in South Asia. Washington, DC: 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 
 

o World Bank (2002). Globalization, growth and poverty: Building an inclusive world 
economy, Washington, DC: A World Bank Policy Research Report. 

This book focuses on globalization in terms of growing economic integration 
resulting from the increased flow of goods and services, people, capital, and 
information. The book is primarily concerned with the effect that this growing 
integration has on economic growth and poverty reduction. 
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__________________________________________ 
 
               Stratification and Exploitation (Gendered development) 
 
 
 
 

o Agarwal, Bina. (2002, Dec). “Bargaining” and legal change: toward gender equality 
in India’s inheritance laws (IDS Working Paper 165). Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies. 

 
This paper outlines an analytic framework for understanding legal change, using 
as an illustration the process by which India’s inheritance laws (in particular the 
Hindu Succession Act (HSA) of 1956) have moved toward gender equality. The 
HSA sought to transform the major inheritance systems that governed Hindus 
from a situation of gross gender inequality to quite substantial equality. 

 
 

o Bangura, Y. (2003). Ethnicity, inequality and the public sector: A comparative 
study (Background paper for project on ethnic structure, inequality and 
governance of the public sector). Geneva: United Nations Research Institute for 
Social Development. 

 
This article uses empirical data to discuss the links between ethnicity, inequality 
and governance in a framework that divides countries according to their levels of 
ethnic polarization. It makes three main arguments. First, types of diversity, not 
the existence of diversity per se, explain potentials for conflict or cohesion in 
multiethnic societies. Ethnic cleavages are configured differently in different 
social structures and are less conflictual in some countries than in others. 
Second, relative balance has been achieved in the public sectors of countries 
that are highly fragmented or those with ethnicity-sensitive policies, but not in 
those with ethnicity-blind policies. Third, the article is critical of institutional 
approaches to conflict management that underplay background conditions in 
shaping choices. 
 

Barr, Eimar and Jenkins, Robert. (2006, October-5). Social exclusion of scheduled 
caste children from primary education in India (Draft Paper). New Delhi: UNICEF 
 

 
 

o Barr, Eimar. (Et. All). (2007, June).  Dalits in India and Nepal: Policy options for 
improving social inclusion in education (Division of policy and planning- working 
papers) New York: UNICEF. 
 
Based on relevant global evidence and the notion of intentional action by certain 
groups to limit opportunities for others, the paper suggest policy options t 
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address all the barriers to access simultaneously, as piecemeal approaches, 
which only address one element of exclusion have limited success.  
 

 
o Beteille, Andre. (2000). Antinomies of society: Essays on ideologies and 

institutions. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 
 

Addressing ideologies like Marxism, secularism, and nationalism, this collection 
studies the tensions and contradictions in society as manifested through different 
social and political institutions. It seeks to develop the methods, concepts, and 
theories of the discipline through an in-depth exploration of various 
establishments. 

 
 
o Beteille, Andre. (2002). Equality and universality: Essays in social and political 

theory. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 
 

This collection of essays, the third after Antinomies and Sociology, reflects 
Beteille's thinking on the large inequalities that exist in democratic societies. The 
essays examine the different forms of inequality and also the limits to the persuit 
of equality. While the focus is primarily on India, a general and comparative 
method for discussion is also adopted. The essays draw from the author's 
substantial work on class, status and caste as also on those concerning justice 
and equality. 

 
 

o Burra, N. (1995). Born to Work: Child Labour in India. New Delhi: Oxford 
University Press. 

 
This is a thoroughly-documented study that provides hard evidence of 
widespread abuse and exploitation. The author contends that these appalling 
practices are rampant in India, and that state policies aimed at protecting children 
are poorly conceived and badly enforced.  
 
 

o Burinic, Mayra (Et. all). (2008). Equality for women- where do we stand on 
millennium development goal 3? Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
This book tracks various countries progress with implementing and financing the 
third World Bank Millennium Development Goal (MDG3) by examining national 
experiences and successes with policies and programs. 
 
 

o Cornwall, Andrea., and Gaventa, John. (2001, June). From users and choosers to 
makers and shapers (IDS Working Paper 78). Brighton: Institute of Development 
Studies. 

 
This paper suggests a simple model for the relationships between poverty, 
schooling and gender inequality. It argues that poverty – at both national and 
household levels – is associated with an under-enrolment of school-age children, 
but that the gendered outcomes of such under-enrolment are the product of 
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cultural practice, rather than of poverty per se. It follows that gender inequalities 
in schooling outcomes, measured in both qualitative and quantitative terms, will 
not necessarily be reduced as incomes rise. 
 
 

o Das, Bordia. Maitreyi. (2008). Minority status and labour market outcomes: Does 
India have minority enclaves (Policy Research Working Paper No. 4653) 
Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
This paper tries to understand the employment outcomes of Dalit and Muslim 
men in India. The paper uses entry into self-employment for educated minority 
groups as a proxy for minority enclaves. Based on multinomial logistic 
regression, the analysis finds that the minority enclave hypothesis does not hold 
for Dalits but it does overwhelmingly for Muslims. The interaction of Dalit and 
Muslim status with post-primary education in urban areas demonstrates that 
post-primary education confers almost a disadvantage for minority men: it does 
not seem to affect their allocation either to salaried work or to non-farm self-
employment but does increase their likelihood of opting out of the labor force - 
and if they cannot afford to drop out, they join the casual labor market. Due to the 
complexity of these results and the fact that there are no earnings data for self-
employment, it is difficult to say whether self-employment is a choice or 
compulsion and whether builders of minority enclaves fare better than those in 
the primary market. 
 

 
o Eyben, Rosaline., and Lovett, Jarrod. (2004, March). Political and social inequality: 

A review (IDS Development Bibliography 20). Brighton: Institute of Development 
Studies. 

 
This paper aims to stimulate a wider interest and debate among practitioners as 
well as in the academy, concerning the conceptual understandings of inequality 
and the implications of these for development policy and practice. 

 
 

o Gallanter, Marc. (1984). Competing qualities: Law and backward classes in India. 
New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

 
This book is the study of the Indian experience with policies of systematic 
preferential treatment. Galanter includes a discussion of the relation of the courts 
to public policy in his analysis of the choices and tensions in the Indian policies of 
compensatory preference. 

 
 

o Gore, M.S. (2006). Social development: Challenges faced in an unequal and plural 
society. Jaipur: Rawat Publications. 

 
This book examines the broader philosophy of social development and its 
linkages with the concept of human rights and the fundamental rights as 
enshrined in the Indian Constitution. It discusses and elaborates the concept of 
development in a liberal society which recognises the existence of inequities and 
is concerned with how to minimise them and with what role social workers can 
play in it. 
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o Gupta, Dipankar. (2005). Anti-Utopia: Essential writings of Andre Beteille. New 
Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

 
The 18 selected essays deal with relgion, caste, gender, as well as class and 
status. 

 
o Hasan, Zoya. (2009). Politics of inclusion: Castes, minorities and affirmative 

action. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 
 

Situated at the interface of policy and political processes, this study explores the 
dynamics and strategies of the state with regard to Muslims and lower castes. It 
examines the underlying issues that influence state policy towards 
disadvantaged groups and assesses specific strategies and whether these need 
rethinking and reshaping to take India forward in its quest or equality. It also 
looks at the constitutional framework, the institutional structures, and the 
responses and debates surrounding the inclusion for lower castes and minorities, 
especially the emphasis on affirmative action for the former and the continuing 
opposition to the inclusion of the latter in this framework. 

 
 

o Hoff, Karla., and Pandey, Priyanka. (2004, June). Belief systems and durable 
inequalities: An experimental investigation of Indian caste (Policy Research 
Working Paper No. 3351). Washington, DC: World  Bank. 

 
The authors present experimental evidence that a history of social and legal 
disabilities may have persistent effects on a group's earnings through its impact 
on individuals' expectations. The results suggest that when caste identity is 
salient, mistrust undermines motivation and low-caste subjects expect that others 
will judge them prejudicially.  
 
 

o Kabeer, Naila. (2009). Inclusive citizenship: Meanings and expressions, 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

 
This book offers an inventory of the kinds of assumptions which lead to gender-
blind policy, and assesses integrationist and transformatory strategies by feminist 
advocates to influence the mainstream policy agenda. An analytical framework 
for examining the gender inequalities generated by key institutions through which 
development takes place occupies a central place in the book. A selection of 
original case studies from the Indian context serves to illustrate different aspects 
of the framework and its application. 

o Kabeer, Naila. (2005, May). Deprivation, discrimination and delivery: Competing 
explanations for child labour and educational failure in South Asia (IDS Working 
Paper 135). Brighton: Institute of Development Studies.  

 
The high incidence of both child labour and out-of-school children in the South 
Asian region has given rise to competing explanations. Broadly speaking, these 
can be categorised as those which focus on poverty and under-development and 
those which focus on policy failure and poor implementation of educational 
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services. This paper reviews the empirical evidence put forward for each of these 
explanations, focusing primarily on India and Bangladesh, and concludes that 
they mutually reinforce, rather than contradict, each other. 
 
 

o Kalpana, K. (2008, April). The vulnerability of self help: Women and micro finance 
in South India (IDS Working Paper 303). Brighton: Institute of Development 
Studies. 

 
Self-help groups (SHGs) play a major role in providing microfinance in India. But 
the paper shows they do not work alone. State institutions are also a big part of 
the microfinance landscape. They promote and finance SHGs. The paper shows 
how does this kind of ‘institutionalised co-production’ in service delivery affects 
access to bank credit, particularly to women’s groups, who are in a dependent 
relationship, and are subject to, and tarnished by, the institutional imperatives, 
systemic corruption and political compulsions that shape the behaviour of rural 
development bureaucracies and banks.  
 

 
o Larsen, P. (2003). Indigenous and tribal children: Assessing child labour and 

education challenges (Child labour and education Working Paper) Geneva: ILO 
Publications. 

 
 

This paper documents how indigenous and tribal children are often specially 
vulnerable to child labour. This paper aims at stimulating further debate which 
addresses central child labour challenges and links up with ways to secure 
quality education for all. 

 
 

o Mendelsohn, Oliver., and Vicziany, Marika. (2009). The untouchables: 
Subordination, poverty and the state of modern India. Cambridge; Cambridge 
University Press. 

 
In an account of the lives of those at the bottom of Indian society, the authors 
explore the construction of the Untouchables as a social and political category, 
the historical background that led to such a definition and their position in India 
today. The authors argue that, despite efforts to ameliorate their condition, a 
considerable edifice of discrimination persists. The book promises to make a 
major contribution to the social and economic debates on poverty, while its wide-
ranging perspectives will ensure a readership from across the disciplines. 

 
 

o Murthy, K. Ranjana., and Sankaran, Lakhsmi. (2003). Denial and distress: Gender, 
poverty and human rights in Asia. London: Zed Books. 

 
In "Denial and Distress" the authors analyze the gender-differentiated impact of 
globalization on women and men in the various parts of Asia and the 
Commonwealth of Independent States. They provide evidence that not only is 
the incidence of poverty increasingly more severe among women than men but 
that the dimensions of women's poverty and the causes or process of their 
poverty are different from those of poor men. They conclude that the challenge 

 31



for development agencies in Asia is to address the deep-rooted gender-specific 
causes of poverty, rather than the symptoms. 

 
 

o Omvedt, Gail. (2006). Dalit Visions. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan. 
 

Study to understand the varied dalit movements that have sought to alter the 
terms of the dominant order.  This book looks at alternative traditions, nurtured 
within Dalit movements, which have questioned this way of looking at India 
society and its history of secular discourse, which is often steeped in higher 
Hindu ethos. 

 
 

o Powis, Benjamin. (2007, Dec).  Systems of capture: Reassessing the threat 
of local elites (South Asia Series Paper No. 109) Washington, DC: World 
Bank. 

 
 

o Rao, Vijayendra., and Sanyal, Paromita. (2009). Dignity through discourse : 
Poverty and the culture of deliberation in Indian village democracies (Policy 
Research Working Paper No. 4924). Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
 

Employing a view of culture as a communicative phenomenon involving 
discursive engagement, which is deeply influenced by social and economic 
inequalities, the authors argue that the struggle to break free of poverty is as 
much a cultural process as it is political and economic. In this paper, they 
analyze important examples of discursive spaces - public meetings in Indian 
village democracies (gram sabhas), where villagers make important decisions 
about budgetary allocations for village development and the selection of 
beneficiaries for anti-poverty programs. They illustrate how the poor and socially 
marginalized deploy these discursive skills in a resource-scarce and socially 
stratified environment in making material and non-material demands in their 
search for dignity. The intersection of poverty, culture, and deliberative 
democracy is a topic of broad relevance because it sheds light on cultural 
processes that can be influenced by public action in a manner that helps improve 
the voice and agency of the poor. 

 
 

o Shah, Ghanshyam. (Ed.). (2004). Caste and democratic politics in India. 
Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan. 

 
The aim of this book is to bring about a thorough understanding of the 
complexities of caste. It offeres essays on the subject of caste and politics in 
contemporary India. It covers all the important ground to get to grips with the 
idea, ideology, and ground realities of India’s caste system. 

 
 

o Thorat, S. K. (1999). Poverty, caste and child labour in India: The plight of Dalit 
and Adivasi children. In K. Voll (Ed.), Against child labour: Indian and international 
dimensions and strategies. Delhi: Masai Book and Third millennium Transparency. 
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o Thorat, S., and Louis, P. (2003). Exclusion and poverty in India: Scheduled castes, 
Tribals and Muslims (Overview paper). India: DFID. 

 
 

o Thorat, Sukhdeo. (2007, January). Human poverty and socially disadvantaged 
groups in India (Discussion Paper Series 18). New Delhi: UNDP. 

 
o Thorat, Sukhdeo. (2007, August 9-10). Economic exclusion and poverty: Indian 

experience and remedies against exclusion. Paper prepared for Session C- 
Agricultural and Rural Development for reducing poverty and hunger in Asia: In 
pursuit of inclusive and sustainable growth. Manila: International Food Policy 
Research Institute - ADB. 

 
This paper develops an understanding of caste based economic exclusion and 
its consequences on poverty of excluded groups and discusses Indian 
government strategy against exclusion/discrimination and policy for 
empowerment. 

 
 

o Thorat, Sukhdeo and Newman, S. Katherine. (2007, October-13). Caste and 
economic discrimination: Causes, consequences and remedies, in, Economic and 
Political Weekly, 4121-24. 

 
This paper provides a theoretical introduction to the study of discrimination with 
particular reference to the caste system. It sets the stage for the four empirical 
papers that follow, by highlighting the ways in which caste persists as a system 
of inequality that burdens the Indian Economy with inefficiencies in the allocation 
of labour and other critical resources, reducing the full development of human 
capital in society. 

 
 

o Thorat, Sukhadeo. (2008). In search of inclusive policy- Addressing graded 
inequality. Indian Institute of Dalit Studies. Jaipur: Rawat Publication. 

 
This volume contextualize the issues of social exclusion in Indian society 
associated with multiple group identities like caste, ethnicity, religion, gender, and 
other forms of exclusion. It also discusses the theoretical framework for 
developing inclusive polices to deal with the consequences of historical 
exclusion. 

o Thorat, Sukhdeo. (2009). Dalit in India. New Delhi: Sage Publications. 
 

This book provides a detailed and comprehensive account of the status of Dalits 
in contemporary India. It delineates their economic and social status and charts 
the changes since 1947 with respect to important indicators of human 
development 
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o Waldrop, Anne. Dalit politics in India and the new meaning of caste, in, Forum for 
Development Studies, 2(31), 275-306. 

 
The aim of this article is to focus on the meanings of caste that emanate through 
writings of some Dalit activists. The common tendency to treat caste as a static 
phenomenon of ‘traditional’ India will be interrogated. 

 
 

o World Bank. (2000). Advancing gender equality: World Bank action since Beijing. 
Washington, DC: International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

 

o World Bank. (1995). Advancing gender equality: From concept to action. 
Washington, DC: International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

 
 

o Xaxa, Virginius. (2003). Adivasis in India (Background Paper). India: DFID. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
                  Health and Education 
 
 
 

o Appasamy, Paul., Guhan, S. R., Hema, Mazumder., and Manabi, Vaidyanathan. A 
(1995). Social exclusion in respect of basic needs in India. In Gerry Rodgers, 
Charles Gore, and Jose Figueiredo. (Eds.), Social Exclusion: Rhetoric, Reality, 
Responses. Geneva: International Institute for Labour Studies. 

 
 

o Banerjee, Abhijit. (Et. all). (2008). Pitfalls of participatory programs: Evidence from 
a randomized evaluation in education in India (Policy Research Working Paper 
No. 4584). Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
 

Participation of beneficiaries in the monitoring of public services is increasingly 
seen as key to improving their efficiency. In India, the current government 
flagship program on universal primary education organizes community members, 
specifically locally elected leaders and parents of children enrolled in public 
schools, into committees and gives these powers over resource allocation, 
monitoring and management of school performance. However, in a baseline 
survey this paper finds that people were not aware of the existence of these 
committees and their potential for improving education. 
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o Banerjee, U., Naidoo,V. and Gonsalves, C. (2005). The right to food campaign in 

India: A case study of entitlement-oriented rights based strategies used to reclaim 
the right to food for vulnerable and marginalized groups. In U. Banerjee (Ed.), 
Lessons learned from Rights- based approaches in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Bangkok: UNDP/OHCHR. 

 
 

o Bartley, M. (2003). Health Inequality: An introduction to concepts, theories and 
methods. Cambridge: Polity Press. 

This book provides a key to understanding the four most widely accepted 
theories of what lies behind inequality in healthcare: behavioural, psychosocial, 
material and life-course approaches.  

 
o Bharat, S.,  Patkar, A., and Thomas, D. (2003). Mainstreaming equity and 

access into the reproductive and child health programme. London: DFID 
Health Systems Resource Centre. 

 
 

o Bhattacharya, Sabyasachi. (2002). Education and the dispriviledged: Nineteenth 
and twentieth century India. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan. 

 
This book addresses the familiar issue of unequal access to education in a new 
perspective. In this regard, whether one looks at gender or caste or tribes or 
class differences, the gap between the privileged and the disprivileged is a 
matter of everyday experience. The manner and form of asymmetries reflected in 
the domain of education is the question at the core of this collection of essays. 

 
 
o Bloom, Gerald., and Standing, Hilary. (2001, May). Pluralism and marketisation in 

the health sector: Meeting health needs in contexts of social change in low and 
middle- income countries (IDS Working Paper 136). Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies. 

 
This paper is part of a broader attempt to identify the key producers of social 
goods and how social policy interventions can support them. 

 
 
o Castro. Arachu., and Singer, Merrill. (2004). Unhealthy health policy: A critical 

anthropological examination. Lanham: Altamira Press. 
 

This collection turns a critical anthropological eye on the nature of health policy 
internationally. The authors reveal the prevailing social inequalities that often 
represent significant threats to the health and well being of the poor, ethnic 
minorities, and women. The authors define an anthropology of policy concerned 
with decision-making and the impact of health policy on human lives.  
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o Chatterjee, Meera. (1990). Indian women, health and productivity (Policy 

Research Working Paper No. 442). Washington, DC: World Bank. 
 

The overall purpose of this paper is to discuss women's health with the context of 
the need to improve both women's productivity and welfare. Women's health 
status, its determinants and consequences, are explored, leading ultimately to 
the identification of interventions required to improve it and thereby to improve 
women's productivity. Women's health is intricately linked with family health, and 
their productivity with family productivity and related characteristics. This paper 
documents the nature of these relationships, using available data on Indian 
women which relate to a variety of health indices, and construing "productivity" in 
the broadest possible way, including labor force participation, work output, 
income and so on. 

 
 

o Colclough, Christopher., Rose, Pauline., and Mercy, Tembon. (1997). Gender 
inequalities in primary schooling: The roles of poverty and adverse cultural 
practice (IDS Working Paper 78). Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 

 
This paper suggests a simple model for the relationships between poverty, 
schooling and gender inequality. It argues that poverty – at both national and 
household levels – is associated with an under-enrolment of school-age children, 
but that the gendered outcomes of such under-enrolment are the product of 
cultural practice, rather than of poverty per se.  

 
 

o Das, Jishnu., Hammer, Jeffry., and Kenneth, Leonard. (2008). The quality of 
medical advice in low income countries (Policy Research Working Paper No. 
4501) Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
This paper provides an overview of recent work on quality measurement of 
medical care and its correlates in four low and middle-income countries-India, 
Indonesia, Tanzania, and Paraguay. The authors describe two methods-testing 
doctors and watching doctors-that are relatively easy to implement and yield 
important insights about the nature of medical care in these countries. The paper 
discusses the properties of these measures, their correlates, and how they may 
be used to evaluate policy changes. Finally, the authors outline an agenda for 
further research and measurement. 

 

o Dasgupta, Monica., Khaleghian, Peyvand., and Sarwal, Rakesh. (2003). 
Governance of communicable disease control services: A case study and lessons 
from India (Policy Research Working Paper No. 3100). Washington, DC: World 
Bank. 

The authors study the impact of governance and administrative factors on 
communicable disease prevention in the Indian state of Karnataka using survey 
data from administrators, frontline workers, and elected local representatives. 
They identify a number of key constraints to the effective management of disease 
control in India, in misaligned incentives, and the institutional arrangements for 
service delivery. 
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o Davidson (Et. all.). (2005). Reaching the poor with health, nutrition and population 

services. Washington, DC: World Bank. 
 

This volume presents eleven case studies that document how well or poorly 
health, nutrition, and population programs have reached disadvantaged groups in 
the countries of Africa, Asia, and Latin America where they were undertaken. 

 
 

o Dreze, J., and Kingdon, G. (2001). School participation in rural India. Review of 
Development Economics, 5(1), 1-33. 

 
 

This paper presents an analysis of the determinant of school participation in rural 
north India, based on a recent household survey which includes detailed 
information on school characteristics. School participation especially among girls, 
responds to a wide range of variables, including parental education and 
motivation, social background, dependency ratios, work opportunities, village 
development, teacher posting , teacher regularity and mid-day meals. The 
remarkable lead achieved by the state of Himachal Pradesh is fully accounted for 
by these variables. School quality matters, but it is not related in a simply way to 
specific inputs. 

 
 

o Froumin, Isak. (Et. all). (2007).   Strengthening skills and education for innovation. 
In. Mark. A. Dutz (Ed.), Unleashing India’s innovation- towards sustainable and 
inclusive growth, Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
 

'Unleashing India's Innovation' analyzes enterprise innovation in the Indian 
context. Innovation is broadly defined to include both creation and 
commercialization of new knowledge, and diffusion and absorption of existing 
knowledge in new contexts. 

 
 

o Gardener, J., and Subrahmanian, R. (2005).Tackling social exclusion in 
health and education in South Asia (DFID report). Delhi: DFID. 
 

 
o Karlekar, Malavika. (1983). Education and inequality. In. Andre. Beteille (Ed.), 

Equality and inequality: Theory and practice (pp. 183-242). New Delhi: Oxford 
University Press. 

 
The main stress of this paper is to try and establish the extent and nature of 
inequalities which affect segments of Indian people. Further educational 
expansion by itself will not bring about equality. Schools themselves foster 
differences of various kinds. The entire process of acquisition of knowledge, 
which includes curricula as well as attitudes of teachers and others whom pupils 
interact, is weighed against the underprivileged child. 
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o Maslak, Mary. Ann. The structure and agency of women’s education. 

Buffalo: Suny Press. 
 

This collection examines the educational policies, programs, and practices that 
offer and/or deny adolescent girls and young women the opportunity for change 
and advancement, from both comparative and international perspectives. 
Grounded in social and feminist theory, the essays focus on the dynamic 
interaction between agency and structure. 

 
 

o Measham, R. Anthony., and Chatterjee, Meera. (1999). Wasting away- the crisis of 
malnutrition in India. Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
This paper aims to review the effectiveness, efficiency and impact of public 
spending on nutrition in India, and to suggest how these might be enhanced. It 
identifies the programs that are working and the areas where action is needed. It 
also projects the possible cost of the suggested programs. 

 
 

o Measham, R. Anthony., and Heaver, A. Richard. (1996). Supplement to India’s 
family welfare program- moving to a reproductive and child health approach. 
Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
 
o Nambissan, Gita. (1996). Equity in education? Schooling of Dalit children in India, 

Economic and Political Weekly, 31(16/17), 1011-24. 
 

The educational backwardness of the dalit communities is generally attributed to 
poverty and illiterate home environments prevailing among them. This article 
draws attention to the effect the learning environment within formal educational 
system has been having on the dalit pupils. It argues that besides poor 
infrastructural facilities, lack of effective pedagogic supports to acquire linguistic, 
numerical and cognitive competencies effect the schooling of dalit children. More 
importantly, despite active encouragement from impoverished family members, 
the apathetic treatment by teachers and school administrators largely shape the 
learning experiences of these socially disadvantaged groups. 

 
o Nambissan, Gita. (2000). Identity, exclusion and the education of tribal 

communities. In R. Wazir (Ed.), The gender gap in basic education: NGOs as 
change agents. New Delhi: Sage Publications. 

 
This collection is an attempt to map the Indian educational scenario from two 
perspectives: a) gender disadvantage in access to basic education and b) the 
debates in the field of educational access and the NGO functioning, the articles 
in this book cover a wide range of topics focusing on the demand, supply and 
institutional dimensions of female educational disadvantage. The key 
distinguishing feature of this book is the specific attention given to the NGO 
sector. The responses to the NGO sector to poor educational performance and to 
the gender gap are explored in detail. 
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o Pal, Sarmistha. and Ghosh, Sugata. (2007, June). Elite dominance and under-

investment in mass education: Disparity in the social development of the Indian 
states, 1960-92 (IZA Discussion Paper No. 2852), Bonn: Institute for the study of 
labour. 

 
Inter- and intra-state disparities in levels of literacy rates in India are striking, 
especially for the marginalized groups of women and low caste population. The 
present paper offers an explanation of this disparate development in terms of 
elite dominance that discriminates against the minority groups of people and 
systematically under-invests in mass education. This analysis also identifies land 
reform and poverty alleviation as two important policy instruments to erode the 
initial disadvantage of the marginalised people. 

 
 

o Popay, Jennie. (Et. All). (2006). Social exclusion knowledge network (SEKN). 
Scoping of SEKN and proposed approach (Submitted to the Commission on 
Social Determinants of Health-WHO). Lancaster: Lancaster University. 

 
The social exclusion knowledge network will focus on and examine the relational 
processes that work to exclude particular groups of people in particular contexts 
from engaging fully in community/social life. The SEKN will also examine the 
linkages between exclusion and proximal concepts- social capital, social 
networks and social integration. These relational and exclusionary processes are 
interconnected and dynamic and in most cases have a bi-directional relationship 
with health. 

 
 
o Pratichi Trust. (2002). Education Report 1. New Delhi: The Little Magazine. 

Improving the operation and management of primary schools is a major 
challenge for the Indian society and economy. The Pratichi Trust has been 
involved in trying to facilitate discussions on basic education. Primary education 
in India suffers from many deficiencies. The paucity of financial resources. But 
the major difficulty lies in the weak institutional structure in primary schools. A 
major difficulty lies in the weak institutional structure of the primary schools. 
Extensive inefficiencies in operation in general is reinforced by particular 
inequities in the failure to provide fair opportunity to children from less privileged 
backgrounds. The difficulties are especially severe in bringing 1st generation 
school attendees into a sympathetic and equitable system of primary education. 

 
o Pratichi Trust. (2005). Delivery of primary health services. New Delhi: The Little 

Magazine. 
 

The Pratichi trust has made an enquiry into the state of the health delivery 
system aimed at finding interconnections between non-functional health centres; 
non-availability of basic services; private health care; exploitation and medical 
deceit; immunization and other services; economic deprivation and induced 
destitution; neglect of basic health knowledge. 
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o Rao, Mohan. (2009). The unheard scream: Reproductive health and women’s lives 
in India. Cambridge; Cambridge University Press.’ 

 
This collection of essays by journalists explores a range of issues - from the 
quinacrine sterilization scandal, to the rip-off that is the assisted reproduction 
industry, to the declining age of marriage among Muslim girls in Malabar. It 
reveals how issues in women’s health are deeply imbricates in the lives of Indian 
women. 
 

 
o Sayeed, Yusuf. (Et. All). (2007). Education, exclusion and inclusion: Policy and 

implementation in South Africa and India (Researching the issues- educational 
paper no. 72). London: DFID. 

 
Based on a two year study of education, inclusion and exclusion in South Africa 
and India, this report focuses on the qualitative experiences of excluded groups. 

 
o Skutnabb- Kangas, Tove. (2008). Linguistic genocide in education or worldwide 

diversity and human rights. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan.  
 

This book shows how most indigenous and minority education contributes to 
linguistic genocide. S.Tove brings together theoretical concerns and research 
areas which no other contemporary book synthesizes: linguistic human rights; 
minority and multilingual education; language ecology and threatened languages; 
the relationship between biodiversity and linguistic and cultural diversity; the 
impact of linguistic imperialism and unequal power relations on ethnicity, 
linguistic, and cultural competence, and identities. 

 
 

o Tandon, Ajay. (2006,August). Improving primary enrollment rates among the poor 
(Economics and Research Department Policy Brief No. 46). Manila: Asian 
Development Bank. 

 
This policy brief discusses evidence for policy making within the context of 
attaining the Millennium Development Goal of universal primary enrollment. 
Despite recent progress, many developing member countries will not attain this 
goal by 2015. Given this backdrop this brief summarizes a simple analytical 
framework introduced to address- what methods are available to identify 
constraints to increasing enrollment among the poor; what do we know about the 
effectiveness of various corrective policies aimed at improving enrollment rates. 

 
o Varu, Rama. (2009). School health services in health. New Delhi: Sage 

Publications 
 

School health is an important aspect of children's health and an integral part of 
school education. The book looks at school health in a holistic manner by 
locating the context of children's socio-economic circumstances and the health 
needs that arise from it. It uses empirical work to look at the context and 
programmes that address these needs and then examines the engagement of 
health related issues in the school curriculum. It brings together original research 
that addresses the socio-economic context of school-going children and 
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programmes such as Midday Meal programme and the school health services 
that are designed to address the nutritional needs and health concerns of 
children.  
 
 

o Wagstaff, Adam., and Claeson, Marian. (2004). Millennium Development goals for 
health: Rising to challenges. Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 
The report provides data on progress and trends in reaching the Millennium 
Development Goals for health, nutrition and population. It looks at poor and non-
poor disparities; health system reforms as a means of laying building blocks for 
the efficient and equitable delivery of interventions; the financing of health 
spending through domestic resources and aid; and improving the effectiveness of 
development assistance in health. In doing so, the report links the health 
Millennium Development Goal agenda with the broader poverty-reduction 
agenda. 

 
 

o World Bank. (1996). Improving women’s health in India: Development in 
practice. Washington, DC: International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. 
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Washington, DC: International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 
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 This paper is based on literature reviews of the international experiences of 
 decentralization and also the literature produced in the region. It is also based on the 
 author’s involvement in action in the region with partner organizations on gender, 
 citizenship and governance. The focus of this paper is therefore on decentralization as 
 political project, as a form of governance that not only is justified on grounds of efficiency 
 but on grounds that is open to the participation of subordinate groups in society and 
 accountable to their interests. 

 
 
 
LOGIC and LOCATION 
 
 

Social capital can be defined as the institutions and networks of relationships between people, 
complemented by the attitudes, norms and values that underlie them.  
 
 
 
Governments and donor agencies increasingly recognise the need to provide protection for the 
poor against income fluctuations or livelihood shocks. In this context, ‘social protection’ is an 
umbrella term covering a range of interventions, from formal social security systems to ad hoc 
emergency interventions to project food aid (e.g. school feeding, public works). 
 
 
 
The concept of “destitution” presents challenges to several preoccupations of contemporary 
poverty discourse: the definition of poverty (narrowly income-based versus broader multi-
dimensional approaches); the measurement of poverty (quantitative versus participatory methods); 
and the temporal dimension (chronic versus transitory poverty). Recognition of the multi-
dimensionality of poverty has rarely been reflected in integrated analytical or policy frameworks 
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